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IN
THIS
BATTLE,
YOU
NOW
HAVE
THE
ADVANTAGE
OF
SHOCK
AND
AWE.

Best Saltwater Reel
ICAST 2020

The next generation of our workhorse 
spinning reel, the new PENN® Battle® III 
now features our proprietary CNC Gear™ 
Technology for ultimate durability, and
the proven HT-100™ Carbon Fiber Drag
System for ultimate control during the
fight. Available in nine different sizes, from
1000 to the new 10,000, and in select high 
speed models, it can handle any situation.
The new Battle® III. Fish won’t know what
hit them. PENN. LET THE BATTLE BEGIN.

©2020 Pure Fishing, Inc.

https://www.berkley-fishing.com/


REPOWER
FINANCE

SAVE RIGHT NOW ON 
SELECT SUZUKI OUTBOARDS

INSTANT
SAVINGS

Gimme Six Extended Protection promotion applies to new Suzuki Outboard Motors from 25 to 350 HP in inventory which are sold and delivered to buyer between 10/01/20 and 12/31/20 in accordance with 
the promotion by a Participating Authorized Suzuki Marine dealer in the continental US and Alaska to a purchasing customer who resides in the continental US or Alaska. The Gimme Six Promotion is available 
for pleasure use only, and is not redeemable for cash. Instant Savings applies to qualifying purchases of select Suzuki Outboard Motors made between 10/01/20 and 12/31/20. For list of designated models, 
see participating Dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com. Instant Savings must be applied against the agreed-upon selling price of the outboard motor and reflected in the bill of sale. There are no model 
substitutions, benefit substitutions, rain checks, or extensions. Suzuki reserves the right to change or cancel these promotions at any time without notice or obligation. * Financing offers available through 
Synchrony Retail Finance. As low as 5.99% APR financing for 60 months on new and unregistered Suzuki Outboard Motors. Subject to credit approval. Not all buyers will qualify. Approval, and any rates and 
terms provided, are based on creditworthiness. $19.99/month per $1,000 financed for 60 months is based on 5.99% APR. Hypothetical figures used in calculation; your actual monthly payment may differ 
based on financing terms, credit tier qualification, accessories or other factors such as down payment and fees. Offer effective on new, unregistered Suzuki Outboard Motors purchased from a participating 
authorized Suzuki dealer between 10/01/20 and 12/31/20. “Gimme Six”, the Suzuki “S” and model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®. Don’t drink and drive. Always wear a USCG-approved life jacket and 
read your owner’s manual. © 2020 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc.

™

Fish On!  Make sure you don’t 
miss a single bite this fall. Reel 
in a super low finance rate from 
Suzuki Marine or hook a select 
model and get instant savings. 

Now bring it home with 
Gimme Six, get six years 
of protection without 
paying extra!

Fall Specials from Suzuki Marine

http://suzukimarine.com
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There’s a reason they say, Curse like a sailor. 
That’s why we offer basic plans starting at $100 a year with 

options that won’t depreciate your watercraft and accessories*.

1.800.PROGRESSIVE | PROGRESSIVE.COM

PS17434A-SEA-MY20-Ad-Fish-Pro-CoastalAngler-Print-FP-ENUS-03.indd 03

BRP Sea-Doo MY20 Endemic Print Campaign PS17434A 2020-03-25 JIM

Fish Pro Product USEN

Ad Size: 
Full Page 

Format: 
8.125” X 10.875”

Bleed: 
0.25”

Safety: 
0.25”

 C M Y K
Ad Number: N/A
Plublication: Coastal Angler

Insertion Date(s): 
May 2020
June 2020
July 2020

ATTENTION — Trapping to be done by the printer according to the printer’s specs.

ATTENTION: KEEP ARTWORK FOR FUTURE INSERTIONS

© 2020 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affi liates. In the U.S.A., products are distributed by 
BRP US Inc. Carefully read the operator’s guide and safety instructions. Observe applicable laws and regulations. Always wear appropriate protective clothing, including a personal 
fl otation device and wetsuit bottoms.

Discover yours at Sea-Doo.com

Discover the unique FISH PRO™.
The world’s fi rst personal watercraft designed for fi shing

will bring you closer to the action for an experience
like never before.

You didn’t see it coming. 
Neither did the fi sh.

ATTENTION: REVISED ARTWORK

PS17434A-SEA-MY20-Ad-Fish-Pro-CoastalAngler-Print-FP-ENUS-03.indd   1 3/25/20   8:32 AM

https://www.sea-doo.com/us/en/
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Absolute best price 
for a fully-loaded 

chronograph 
with precision 

accuracy...

ONLY 
$39!

Absolute best price 
for a fully-loaded 

chronograph 
with precision 

accuracy...

ONLY 
$39!

• Precision crystal movement • Stainless steel case back & bracelet with deployment buckle • 24 hour military time
• Chronograph minute & small second subdials; seconds hand • Water resistant to 3 ATM • Fits wrists 7" to 9"

Stauer® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. JCW350-02, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.com
† Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on Stauer.com without your offer code.

Limited to 
the first 1900 

responders to 
this ad only.

“See a man with a functional chronograph 
watch on his wrist, and it communicates a 
spirit of precision.” — AskMen.com®

Secrets of a Billionaire Revealed

We’re going to let you in on a secret. Billionaires have billions
because they know value is not increased by an in� ated price. 

� ey avoid big name markups, and aren’t swayed by � ashy advertising. 
When you look on their wrist you’ll � nd a classic timepiece, not 
a cry for attention–– because they know true value comes from 
keeping more money in their pocket. 
We agree with this thinking wholeheartedly. And, so do 
our two-and-a-half million clients. It’s time you got in on 
the secret too. � e Jet-Setter Chronograph can go up 
against the best chronographs in the market, deliver 
more accuracy and style than the “luxury” brands, 
and all for far, far less. $1,150 is what the Jet-Setter 
Chronograph would cost you with nothing more 
than a di� erent name on the face. 
With over two million timepieces sold (and 
counting), we know a thing or two about creating 
watches people love. � e Jet-Setter Chronograph 
gives you what you need to master time and keeps 
the super� uous stu�  out of the equation. A classic 
in the looks department and a stainless steel 
power tool of construction, this is all the watch 
you need. And, then some.
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. 
Experience the Jet-Setter Chronograph for 30 
days. If you’re not convinced you got excellence 
for less, send it back for a refund of the item price. 
Time is running out. Now 
that the secret’s out, we 
can’t guarantee this $39
chronograph will stick around 
long. Don’t overpay to be 
underwhelmed. Put a precision 
chronograph on your wrist for 
just $39 and laugh all the way 
to the bank. Call today!

CLIENTS LOVE 
STAUER WATCHES…
êêêêê
“The quality of their 
watches is equal to many 
that can go for ten times 
the price or more.” 
— Jeff from McKinney, TX 

Stauer…Afford the Extraordinary.®

1-800-333-2045
  Your Offer Code: JC350-02 

   Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 

Rating of A+

TAKE 87% OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your OFFER CODE
Jet-Setter Chronograph  $299†

   Offer Code Price   $39 + S&P  Save $260

You must use the offer code to get our special price.

“Price is what you pay; value is what you get.                 
Whether we’re talking about socks or stocks, I like 
buying quality merchandise when it is marked down.”
— wisdom from the most successful investor of all time

https://gillz-gear.com/
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    Fishing a Fairytale in 
Bristol Bay, Alaska

https://havalon.com/
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Arguably the best salmonid 
fishing in the world exists 
in the system of waterways 

that feeds the Bering Sea on Alaska’s 
southwest coast. The region is a vast, 
sparsely populated web of streams and 
rivers, lakes and wetlands that weave 
through open tundra to Bristol Bay.

The wildlife is astounding. 
To be there is like stepping into a 
documentary film, with bears, moose 
and bald eagles going about their 
business unconcerned by human visitors. 

On a July afternoon, I watched in terror as a 
brown bear crashed from the brush, bluff charged 
my wife and stole the sockeye salmon from the end 
of her line. It’s that kind of place. From fancy lodges 
or tiny riverside fishing villages, human anglers are 
nothing special. They are just one of many species 
taking advantage of the great salmon migrations 
that drive the ecosystem.

All five species of Pacific salmon spawn in 
the Bristol Bay watershed. Coho, chum and pink 
salmon all make runs up the rivers that feed the 
bay. But king and sockeye salmon are the reason 
anglers should book passage to the area.

The Nushagak River boasts what might be 
Alaska’s best king, or Chinook, salmon run. Back 
bouncing egg sacks on heavy casting tackle, 
anglers regularly do battle with big kings in the 20- 
to 40-pound range.

Just a short puddle-jump down the coast, the 
Kvichak River hosts the largest sockeye salmon 
run on the planet. Sockeye pile into the river by 
the millions and push up into the headwaters to 
spawn and then die. For thousands of years, this 
transmission of nutrients from the sea inland has 
fueled the region’s wildlife, tundra and forests 
of alder and spruce. An angler with a fly rod can 
stand on the bank and cast streamers to huge 
pods of sockeye as they run past. Hooking one 
is no problem; it’s like collecting meat. The fight, 
however, is that of a creature determined to achieve 

its sole remaining purpose on earth.

These massive salmon runs feed all of the wildlife 
in the Bristol Bay region, and that includes rainbow 
trout, Dolly Varden, arctic grayling and others. 
Some area rivers are places where mouse patterns 
streaking across the surface draw aggressive strikes 
from rainbows 30-inches and longer. I can’t count 
the number of 25-plus-inch rainbows and Dollys 
we caught in a single day swinging big streamers. 
During and after the salmon runs, fish key in on 
salmon eggs and chunks of dead salmon adrift in 
the rivers. This is when egg patterns and flesh flies 
lead to unbelievable numbers of big fish.

It’s the kind of fishing that only occurs where 
humans have yet to make a pronounced impact 
on systems designed by nature. 

And that’s where the Bristol Bay fairytale is in 
danger of ending.

In 2005, gold, molybdenum and copper 
deposits were discovered underground near the 
headwaters of the Nushagak and Kvichak rivers, 
just a few miles from the banks of Alaska’s largest 
lake, Lake Iliamna. Ever since, conservation 
groups, sporting groups and locals have been 
waging a legal battle against greed to save this 
pristine landscape and fishery.

As proposed, the Pebble Mine would be an 
enormous scar on the landscape. According to 
The Wild Salmon Center, it would destroy an 
estimated 10,000 acres of wetlands and more 
than 330 miles of streams at the head of the most 
productive salmon fishery in the world. Annually, 
an estimated 10.6 billion gallons of mine-polluted 
wastewater would be sent downstream toward 
Bristol Bay.

For anyone who has ever fished or hopes 
to fish in a place as unspoiled as the Bristol Bay 
drainage, it’s unconscionable such a project is even 
being considered.

    Fishing a Fairytale in 
Bristol Bay, Alaska

By Nick Carter

PHOTO BY TRAVIS WISE

For more information,
visit www.savebristolbay.org.

http://www.savebristolbay.org/


If it’s farther away, it must be better. While 
there’s truth to this concept that sends 
anglers around the globe seeking out remote 

and spectacular fisheries, there are also flaws to 
this way of thinking.

It’s like the bank fisherman who strives 
to chuck baits as far offshore as possible only 
to cross lines with the boater casting tight 
to shoreline structure. While you’re at home 
dreaming of Indo-Pacific atolls, there’s an angler 
on the other side of the world flipping through 
magazine images of the Florida Keys.

It’d be a shame to forget that geography 
gifted North Americans with some of the most 
productive and gorgeous flats habitat on the 
planet. Nobody knows this better than Capt. 
Luke Kelly of Key Flat Charters.

Kelly has spent his life fishing the Keys. 
He operates year-round backcountry and flats 
charters out of Sugarloaf Key Marina. It’s about 
20 minutes north of Key West on A1A, slap in 
the middle of the mangrove islands and vast 
crystal-clear flats of the Lower Keys. 

This is a place where anglers watch from 
the casting deck of a small flats boat as tarpon, 
bonefish, permit and other species cruise and 
hunt in knee-deep water. A flats slam of all three 
species is possible any day of the year, and while 
the power and aerobatics of a big tarpon might 
be the ultimate thrill in angling, permit are the 
ultimate challenge… especially with fly tackle.

“Permit are highly sensitive and can sense 
the slightest vibration. It’s the challenge of 
this hunt that makes it all worthwhile,” said 
Capt. Luke. “With little room for error, anglers 
must be precise and stealthy during their first 
attempt, as second chances rarely exist when 
targeting permit on fly. Considered by many as 

the ultimate catch during a fly-fishing career, 
permit demand the best from anglers and 
guides.”

Kelly said convincing a permit to take the 
hook is the most difficult aspect of the pursuit. 
They are abundant in the Lower Keys, especially 
during the late February through April pre-
spawn, when 10- to 40-pounders invade 
the flats. The easiest way to hook one is to 
accurately present a live crab with light spinning 
tackle. Permit feed aggressively when they feel 
comfortable, Kelly said, but they spook easily. 

“Once alerted by boat or angler, that’s it, the 
jig is up,” he said, “and the permit never gives 
second chances.”

The odds of a hook-up reduce dramatically 
for anglers who take up the challenge with an 
8- to 10-weight fly rod. A good double-haul 
is required to achieve the long accurate casts 
necessary to put a shrimp or crab fly in front 
of a permit. From there, it’s up to the angler to 
give life to the fly during a short time-window 
of opportunity.

“Proper technique found successful in 
hooking permit on fly varies greatly with any 
given situation,” Kelly said. “Permit eat a variety 
of different things, all of which act differently 
in the wild. Anglers must be willing to think 
outside the box at times when trying to fool 
this ultimate gamefish into eating something 
artificial… It boils down to a challenge, and 
should be viewed in no other way.”

Contact Capt. Luke Kelly and Key Flat 
Charters for light tackle and fly fishing trips 

for tarpon, bonefish, permit and more. www.
lowerkeysflatsfishing.com / (305) 304-3152 / 

keyflat@icloud.com.

Permit By CAM Staff

The Ultimate 
Challenge 
on Flats
of the
Keys
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•  “Start and Go” Convenience
•  Effortless Spontaneous Trips
•  Simple Drive-On
•  Safely Moored in Seconds
•  Complete Dry Docking Protection 
•  Prevents Fouling - Pays For Itself
•  Spacious, Stable Walk-Around Platform 
•  Quick Loading, Safe Boarding
•  Access Makes Caring for Craft Easy
•  Maintenance-FREE

Life Can Be Complicated.
Docking Shouldn’t Be.

Drive-On Dry Docking For Boats Up To 50 Feet

One Life. Live It On The Water.SM

Drive-On Dry Docking For Boats Up To 50 FeetDrive-On Dry Docking For Boats Up To 50 Feet

800-JET-DOCK    JetDock.com

http://lowerkeysflatsfishing.com/
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One Life. Live It On The Water.SM

Drive-On Dry Docking For Boats Up To 50 FeetDrive-On Dry Docking For Boats Up To 50 Feet

800-JET-DOCK    JetDock.com

https://www.jetdock.com
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MUDHOLE.COM/VIRTUAL-CLASSES

It's never been so easy to learn how 
to build your own fishing rod!

• Get all of the tools & supplies   
   shipped right to your door!
• No travel required
• Personalized instruction
• Social-distancing friendly

LEARN CUSTOM
ROD BUILDING

ONLINE!

Now available:

1-800-543-5942
WWW.BEACHMARINEPRODUCTS.COM

Professional Grade Saltwater Fishing Products

Last year, Hurricane Dorian devastated Grand Bahama and Abaco. The 
most destructive hurricane to ever hit The Bahamas, it destroyed homes 
and businesses and displaced thousands of people. 

After the dust settled, I got a lot of questions about how the marine 
environment and the fishery fared after such a powerful storm. As Bahamas 
initiative manager for Bonefish & Tarpon Trust (BTT), I keep an eye on such 
things. After several surveys, getting out fishing and hearing reports from 
other anglers, it appears the inshore and offshore fisheries weathered the storm 
well. There are plenty of big bonefish and permit on the flats, the reefs are full 
of snapper, hogfish and grouper, and the offshore tuna and mahi bite is great.

The northern Bahamas remains one of the world’s foremost destinations 
for anglers. With lodging and charters recovering from the storm and 
Covid-19 restrictions beginning to ease, now is a good time to plan a trip. 
Fishing pressure is down, and the islands could certainly use an economic 
injection from anglers.

One of the great things about these islands is there’s no need to travel far 
or break the bank for incredible fishing. The main islands of Abaco and Grand 
Bahama sit on the Little Bahama Bank and give access to more than 5,700 
square miles of reefs and flats with an easy run to productive offshore waters. 

For a quick weekend or family trip, you can’t beat access by air or sea. 
Commercial flights are 45 minutes from Miami or Fort Lauderdale, and a boat 
ride is just two to four hours, depending on your destination.

Fishing the northern Bahamas offers some of the greatest variety of 
sportfish anywhere in the world. In the same day, you can catch bonefish on 
the flats, spearfish the reefs for hogfish and lobster, and then head offshore 
after dolphin and tuna.

SEASONS: Right now, the winter bite is on. High-speed trolling the drop-
off is producing big wahoo. Spearfishing is also good for hogfish and lobster.

Come spring, late-season wahoo will be around, and the dolphin and 
yellowfin bite really picks up. Blue and white marlin are also popular spring 
targets around Abaco, and bonefish and permit can be phenomenal on the 
flats.

Summer is time for multi-day trips targeting tuna, hogfish, grouper, 
snappers, bonefish and permit. Deep dropping and spearfishing are 
particularly good in summer.

MANGROVES: While the fishing remains stellar, mangroves were heavily 
impacted by Dorian. Mangrove habitat is an important nursery for many fish 
species, and it is vital to protect the coast from erosion and storms. 

BTT found that 70 percent of the mangroves on Grand Bahama and 40 
percent on Abaco were lost to the storm. BTT is collaborating with Bahamas 
National Trust, Friends of the Environment and MANG to restore mangroves 
on Abaco and Grand Bahama. Check out www.bonefishtarpontrust.org for 
info on this project.

Before making a trip to The Bahamas, visit www.bahamas.com
for current information on access and checking in with customs. 

Fishing regulations are available at www.myoutislands.com.

BahamaS
STELLAR FISHING

https://www.mudhole.com/Virtual-DIY-Rod-Building-Class
https://www.beachmarineproducts.com/


COASTALANGLERMAG.COM • THEANGLERMAG.COM      NOVEMBER 2020      NATIONAL   11  10   NATIONAL      NOVEMBER 2020      COASTALANGLERMAG.COM • THEANGLERMAG.COM    

Defender 
® 

THE BRANDS YOU WANT AND TRUST IN STOCK

Defender.com
800-628-8225

Knowledgeable & Experienced Sales Staff
Earning the Trust of Boaters Since 1938

Icerette Marine  
Automatic Ice Maker
• Heavy duty solid stainless steel
 cabinet and door built to last in
 harsh marine environments 
• Produces 21 lbs of ice in 24 hrs
• Stores up to 11 lbs of ice
• 115V/60Hz with US plug or 
 230V/50Hz with euro plug; 15 amp
• Cut-out dimensions:   
 14-3/8”W x 24-5/8”H x 15-1/4”D

3-Spoke Steering  
Wheel with  
Power-Grip Knob
• Includes wheel nut and pre-installed power-grip knob
• 13-1/2” or 15-1/2” diameter
• 5/8”-18 UNF thread wheel nut
• Highly polished marine grade 316 stainless steel

Item 306519      Starting at  $10999

Item 402597      Starting at  $124999

Coastal_Angler_Nov2020.indd   1 10/14/20   10:40 AM

Last year, Hurricane Dorian devastated Grand Bahama and Abaco. The 
most destructive hurricane to ever hit The Bahamas, it destroyed homes 
and businesses and displaced thousands of people. 

After the dust settled, I got a lot of questions about how the marine 
environment and the fishery fared after such a powerful storm. As Bahamas 
initiative manager for Bonefish & Tarpon Trust (BTT), I keep an eye on such 
things. After several surveys, getting out fishing and hearing reports from 
other anglers, it appears the inshore and offshore fisheries weathered the storm 
well. There are plenty of big bonefish and permit on the flats, the reefs are full 
of snapper, hogfish and grouper, and the offshore tuna and mahi bite is great.

The northern Bahamas remains one of the world’s foremost destinations 
for anglers. With lodging and charters recovering from the storm and 
Covid-19 restrictions beginning to ease, now is a good time to plan a trip. 
Fishing pressure is down, and the islands could certainly use an economic 
injection from anglers.

One of the great things about these islands is there’s no need to travel far 
or break the bank for incredible fishing. The main islands of Abaco and Grand 
Bahama sit on the Little Bahama Bank and give access to more than 5,700 
square miles of reefs and flats with an easy run to productive offshore waters. 

For a quick weekend or family trip, you can’t beat access by air or sea. 
Commercial flights are 45 minutes from Miami or Fort Lauderdale, and a boat 
ride is just two to four hours, depending on your destination.

Fishing the northern Bahamas offers some of the greatest variety of 
sportfish anywhere in the world. In the same day, you can catch bonefish on 
the flats, spearfish the reefs for hogfish and lobster, and then head offshore 
after dolphin and tuna.

SEASONS: Right now, the winter bite is on. High-speed trolling the drop-
off is producing big wahoo. Spearfishing is also good for hogfish and lobster.

Come spring, late-season wahoo will be around, and the dolphin and 
yellowfin bite really picks up. Blue and white marlin are also popular spring 
targets around Abaco, and bonefish and permit can be phenomenal on the 
flats.

Summer is time for multi-day trips targeting tuna, hogfish, grouper, 
snappers, bonefish and permit. Deep dropping and spearfishing are 
particularly good in summer.

MANGROVES: While the fishing remains stellar, mangroves were heavily 
impacted by Dorian. Mangrove habitat is an important nursery for many fish 
species, and it is vital to protect the coast from erosion and storms. 

BTT found that 70 percent of the mangroves on Grand Bahama and 40 
percent on Abaco were lost to the storm. BTT is collaborating with Bahamas 
National Trust, Friends of the Environment and MANG to restore mangroves 
on Abaco and Grand Bahama. Check out www.bonefishtarpontrust.org for 
info on this project.

Before making a trip to The Bahamas, visit www.bahamas.com
for current information on access and checking in with customs. 

Fishing regulations are available at www.myoutislands.com.

BahamaSIN    THE NORTHERN
STELLAR FISHING

By Justin Lewis, Bonefish & Tarpon Trust
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Now is truly a transition time for a number of things including the 
number of daylight hours, water temps and the mass migration 
of baitfish. 

The number of daylight hours is a major signal to all species of fish 
from mullet to marlin and everything in between. Daylight hours decline 
by a minute or so a day until Dec. 20. Fish and bait understand this. They 
react accordingly by putting the feedbag on.

Another important piece of the puzzle is dropping water temperatures. 
Every species in the ocean, from nearshore and offshore waters to the 
shallow marshes, reacts by working temperature breaks. Areas with 
dramatic thermal change will concentrate fish.

When the cooler north/northwest winds start howling, distinct water 
temperature breaks will become more defined. Pelagics, bottom fish 
and the bait they pursue will all be affected. Bait like cigar minnows and 
sardines will gather in large schools. Everything we fish for looks forward 
to this buffet. Some of the best grouper bites I’ve ever encountered were on 
or near structure where huge stacks of baitfish were consolidated. 

But the bait is the most important part of the equation. As a matter of 
fact, I’ve been on some crazy good bites that were on slick flat sand bottom 
that held big stacks of bait. It’s pretty simple… find the bait; find the fish. 

Once gags, reds and scamps start their true spawning rituals, the bait 
becomes less important, but for right now, I’d focus on the food rather than 
simply the structure. It’s a given that the big spawning gags will key in on 
the best bottom, as long as it holds bait. However, grouper certainly follow 
these huge schools of bait around wherever they go. This is especially true 
for red grouper. They will follow the bait and almost disregard the ledges 
and structure. 

Granted, a live cigar minnow is one of the most desirable baits of 
all time for grouper and big snapper, but a big live sardine is absolutely 
irresistible! It must be the oil content or the taste, but I’ll take a large live 
sardine on a Crab Decoy Jig over anything out there. I’m not discounting a 
live vermillion snapper (beeliner), though.

Speaking of a live beeliner, don’t ever hesitate to put out a live beeliner 
on the light line for a smoking hot wahoo bite when anchored up bottom 
fishing. Bottom fishing and light lining or kite fishing is almost at the apex 
of the year, with December and the first few weeks of January being the 
best.

Get out there and get after it!

Tim Barefoot

FOLLOW BAIT AND 
WATER TEMPERATURE

BAREFOOTCATSAND TACKLE.COM
For more tips and tactics from Tim Barefoot, go to:

https://barefootcatsandtackle.com/
https://www.scalesgear.com/
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My � rst published story in Skin Diver Magazine, almost 50 years 
ago, was a night-diving article, “Who’s Afraid of the Dark?” Back 
then, night diving was a novelty, and I was making a light-hearted 

attempt to allay people’s fear of all the things they imagined lurking in the 
surrounding darkness.

Today night diving 
has gone mainstream. 
Divers can explore 
independently, hire a 
dive guide to help them 
navigate in the darkness, 
or become familiar with 
protocols for night diving 
by earning their PADI 
Night Diver distinctive 
specialty certi� cation.

Pura Vida Divers 
in Palm Beach County 
o� ers both night dive 
charter trips to the 
o� shore reefs and shore-
based night dives at the Blue Heron Bridge, also known as Phil Foster Park.

� ese BHB night dives are very popular. Darkness doesn’t alter anything 
about what makes this spot a world-class dive. � e varied topography of 
sand, sea grass, bridge pilings and a variety of arti� cial reefs and other 
submerged objects o� ers shelter to an incredibly diverse collection of marine 
life drawn from the estuary, the inshore reefs and the nearby Gulf Stream.

But nighttime does change the cast of characters on display. � e sergeant 
majors, grunts, snappers, and parrot� sh that parade around during the day 
have retired to hiding spots. Now the previously hidden lobsters, crabs, 
shrimps and urchins have come out to forage. Animals that typically spend 
daytime trying to blend in, like octopuses and bat� sh, are on the move.

As a county park, Phil Foster Park closes to divers at sunset. Luckily, Pura 
Vida Divers coordinates with the county to obtain night dive permits, which 
allows divers to explore the site a� er dark! Night dive passes are available to 
divers for free.

� ere’s a lot to see there—the wreckage of a small boat, some old 
sca� olding, and a variety of rocks and other detritus scattered about the 
sand. � e moderate current takes you toward the pilings of the east bridge, 
where eels like to hunt. A typical dive plan mimics the current—working 
toward and around the bridge until slack tide, then coming back to shore 
when the current reverses.

� e Blue Heron Bridge at night is a unique bucket-list experience. One 
diver on a recent trip told me, “I’m not usually that comfortable on night 
dives. But this was great! We saw a bat� sh, an octopus and a nurse shark. I 
wouldn’t have missed it for anything!”

Of course, once you’ve crossed “BHB night dive” o�  your bucket list, 
next up is a blackwater dive.

Call Pura Vida Divers at (561) 840-8750 and check out their 
SCUBA calendar at www.puravidadivers.com.

Pura Vida Divers divemaster Jenna Konyok 
spots a juvenile snapper in the sea grass. 

Special Nights 
Underwater
By John Lidington

PHOTOS BY JOHN LIDINGTON

A scrawled cow� sh shows o�  its 
dramatic night coloration.
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Predatory � sh are masters of � nding lucrative 
feeding opportunities, which occur at the 
intersection of food availability and an easy 

way to capture prey. One of the best examples of 
this is when shadows are present in the water. � e 
darkness of a shadow makes a perfect ambush 
point for predators, which usually wait just inside 
the shadow to lunge out at prey swimming in the 
lighter water or wait for prey to enter the darkness 
and pounce on the free meal.

Sometimes, game� sh will be found in the 
lighted water itself. � ese � sh are positioned to 
intercept bait that emerges from the darkness 
and is temporarily stunned by the transition 

from dark to light. But shadows are more than 
just an ambush point. � e predators themselves 
like cover for their own protection; the darkened 
water o� ers them shelter where they are not so 
easily spied by even larger predators.

Shadows are found in both freshwater and salt 
and create feeding opportunities day and night.  
� eir best application in � shing, however, is when 
they occur at night in conjunction with arti� cial 
light. Light from a roadway, bridge, or dock will 
carve a deep shadow in the water where it is 
interrupted by a solid object. And not only is the 
transition between shadow and light profound, 
but bait� sh and other small creatures are attracted 

to light, as they hope for their own opportunity 
to feed.

� is is a win-win for predators and anglers 
alike. � e icing on the cake is a moving current 
that sweeps bait near the structure that is 
creating the shadow. � is is the ticket to locating 
concentrations of both predator and prey, the 
critical ingredient in the recipe for productive 
shadow � shing.

� ere are two places in the water column for 
� sh to be in a shadow line situation: just below 
the surface and at the bottom. Subsurface � sh give 
you the chance to see exactly where your quarry 
lies and where your casts should land. Fish on the 
bottom won’t be visible to you, but they are less 
wary and more likely to strike at your o� ering.

Both natural bait and arti� cial lures work on 
shadow feeders, although lures really perform 
well once you have learned what predators are 
looking for in a target. � e key is that a lure can 
be manipulated to do what its user wants more 
e� ectively than both live bait—which has a mind 
of its own—and dead bait, which does not move 
as well as arti� cials do.

Strikes o� en take place when the o� ering 
is maneuvered parallel to the shadow line itself, 
in the lighted water just beyond the darkness. 
Natural presentation can be learned from � rst-
hand observation wherever shadows and � sh are 
found. Watch how prey moves between the light 
and dark; study how and when predators make 
their attack. Experience is the best way to improve 
your approach.

John Saporito is a lifelong � sherman and student of 
the seas. Visit him online at guerillaangling.com.
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By John Saporito

Fishing the 
Shadow 

Line
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FWC recently approved new hook requirements in Atlantic state waters 
intended to improve reef � sh catch-and-release survival rates.

Starting Jan. 1, 2021, anglers using hook-and-line with natural baits 
to target reef � sh like snapper or grouper from a vessel in Atlantic state waters 
will be required to use non-stainless-steel, 
non-o� set circle hooks north of 28 degrees 
north latitude (near Melbourne) and non-
stainless-steel hooks south of 28 degrees 
north latitude.

� ese changes are consistent with 
requirements in Atlantic federal waters that 
recently took e� ect. Non-stainless-steel, non-
o� set circle hooks are already required when 
� shing for reef � sh in Gulf state waters and 
have been a successful tool in minimizing the 
number of � sh that do not survive release.

“We hope that these new hook 
requirements, along with emphasizing best 
� shing practices through our educational 
resources and strategic messaging, will help 
empower anglers to conserve � sheries for 
the future,” said Commissioner Mike Sole. 
“Although not required, it’s also important 
to have a venting tool or descending device 
ready to use in case you need to release a � sh that is impacted by barotrauma.”

Getting � sh back into the water as quickly as possible is important to � sh 
survival. FWC encourages the use of tools such as descending devices and 
venting tools when barotrauma occurs so long as they do not prolong release. 

To learn more about proper � sh handling techniques, visit MyFWC.
com/FishHandling.

Non-stainless-steel hooks should degrade faster in the marine 
environment compared to stainless steel or other non-corrodible 
metals. Use of these hooks may ultimately improve survival if the line 
is broken or the hook cannot be removed, and increase a � sh’s chance 
to shed the hook over time. Additionally, non-o� set circle hooks 
more o� en hook � sh in the mouth rather than the gut, which reduces 
internal harm to the � sh and decreases de-hooking time for the angler, 
and minimizing damage to the � sh’s organs.

Allowing the use of other types of non-stainless-steel hooks south 
of 28 degrees north latitude accommodates for regionally-important 

south Florida � sheries, such as yellowtail snapper, in which the use of J hooks 
allows for greater e�  ciency and reduced discard mortality.

For more information, go to www.myfwc.com.

NEW REEF FISH HOOK 
REGS APPROVED

FWC PHOTO
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https://www.ebay.com/str/callahanoutboards2393330237

(239) 333-0237
Call Today! Ask For Tommy

$34,500

Pair 2016 
Mercury Verado 350
XXL/ CXXL (L6)
4-Stroke 
Outboard Engines 
30" Used

Link to our HUGE Superstore 
for more choices. 

•Rebuilt  FSMs

•Powerheads 
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$4000

Rebuilt  Lowers

$2850

Steering Rams

$395

Shift  Actuators

$495

VERADOSVERADOS

Triple 2016 Mercury 
Verado 350 HP (L6)
4-Stroke Outboard 
Engines - Used

2008 MERCURY
300 VERADO 
Supercharged
4 Stroke with new Rigging 
25” or 30” Shaft

2006 MERCURY 
225 HP XL & CXL 
VERADOS
Fully Serviced

$8900
2010 MERCURY
250 XXL OPTIMAX
2 Stroke DFI
30” Shaft Can be Made
Into 25”

$7450

$9900

$44,900

Superstore!
USED OUTBOARD
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www.HYDRASTEPP.com
Call us at 407-718-6695 • Lake Mary, FL.

How important is STABILITY to you?

See us at the Ft. Myers Boat Show November 12-15!

For many anglers, catching � ounder happens by chance while targeting 
trout and reds. But during the fall run it’s worth setting aside a day or 
two to target these interesting creatures. Not only are � ounder some of 

the best tasting inshore � sh, they are challenging and rewarding to land, and 
even more so on so�  plastics.

Everything from setting the hook to getting them in the net or in your 
hand can be a little more challenging than with other � sh. Here are a few tips 
to help you land more � ounder.

I set aside several days each fall for � ounder � shing, but for those 
who prefer specks and reds, here is an idea. Fall brings many days when 
conditions are not favorable for the open bay or long rough boat rides to 
your trout hole. Maybe the tides are too low and the barometer is too high? 

On days when you would normally stay home, consider a walk-in 
� ounder spot in an area along their migration route out of the bay. � ose 
days typically spent on the sofa could turn into the best � ounder trip of 
your life.

How many times have you had to say how many � ounder you lost vs. 
how many you caught? � is is not an uncommon occurrence, especially for 
those who don’t speci� cally � sh for them. Let’s start with a basic tip, but one 
you might overlook. When � shing for � ounder, always start each trip with 
a new sharp hook. � is might sound elementary, but I—like many who tie 
on a jighead and use it for several trout trips without issues—have neglected 
this simple step. A dull hook seriously works against you when dealing with 
� atties and their boney jaws.

I also use a heavier action rod than what I use for trout. � e faster 

action allows me to feel the lure and the bite. A solid backbone allows for 
a sure hookset to penetrate their hard jaw. Additionally, using braided line 
ampli� es the e� ectiveness of the above-mentioned items.

Although I have landed many � ounder with a boga or my hand, when 
I am speci� cally targeting � ounder, I always bring a landing net. Since I do 
most of my � shing while wading, the net also serves as a great place to leave 
� ounder while removing the hook and securing � sh on a stringer. On more 
than one occasion, these hard-to-hold � sh have slipped out of my hands 
while removing the hook or stringing. I learned the hard way to keep them 
in the net until they are secure.

� is fall, take the opportunity to salvage those “bad � shing days” and 
turn them into great � ounder catching days!

Capt. Michael Okruhlik is the inventor of Knockin Tail Lures, Controlled 
Descent Lures and the owner of www.MyCoastOutdoors.com.

Flounder
 Time By Capt. Michael Okruhlik
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Discount Marine Supplies

Melbourne
557 N. Harbor City Blvd

Melbourne, FL 32935
(321) 254-2535

Jacksonville
5615 Blanding Blvd.

Jacksonville, FL 32244
(904) 778-7775

Jacksonville Beach
8587 Beach Blvd

Jacksonville, FL 32216
(904) 564-9669

OEM
Marine Parts

Marine
Supplies
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Authorized Marine
Engine & Parts Dealer
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Prices
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Prices

BoathouseDiscountMarine.comBoathouseDiscountMarine.com

Jacksonville
West

Jacksonville
Beach

Melbourne

Jacksonville
West

Jacksonville
Beach

Melbourne

• AUTOMOTIVE  • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL  
CTX NANO-CERAMIC TINT

•SUPERIOR HEAT REJECTION
•ENHANCED STYLE
•99% UV PROTECTION

*LIFETIME WARRANTY
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Certified
Service 

Department
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Marine Engine & 
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Trailer SalesTrailer Parts

BOATHOUSE

3
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Same Low

Price

BoathouseDiscountMarine.com

Three Locations To Serve You

#CBC1255391

813.377.2462
www.FloridaSeawallSolutions.com

FAILING SEAWALL?
WE CAN HELP!

SEAWALL 
EROSION 
CONTROL

SIGNS OF SEAWALL EROSION
1. Cracks in the seawall vertical panels or   
    seawall cap
2. Depressions in your yard
3. Water bubbling up from the ground
4. Small sinkholes along the wall
5. Leaning or bowing of a seawall

• Fully Licensed

• Family Owned

• Guaranteed Work

• Environmentally Friendly

• Serving All of Florida

• Free Estimates

• Free 2nd Opinions

• Competitive Pricing

• Experienced and Reputable

Depressions and 
sinkholes along 
the wall are 
signs of seawall 
erosion.
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FAILING SEAWALL?
WE CAN HELP!

SEAWALL 
EROSION 
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Born on a houseboat in 1937, Sam Gri�  n started guiding on Florida’s 
Lake Okeechobee when he was 12.

“Back then, the compression on those motors was too much for me to 
crank ’em, so the customer had to come back there and pull the rope,” Gri�  n 
remembered. “I could run it all right. � at lasted about a year, and then I got 
strong enough to do it myself.”

Along with the 5-horsepower outboard, the youngster’s guiding tools 
included a push pole, oars, canoe paddle and sculling paddle.

“� e more I � shed the marshes, the more I learned where the � sh liked to 
stay,” Sam said.

Sam and other guides dragged weighted saw blades behind their � at-
bottom boats to cut trails they could use again and again. 

“Once the trails were cut, the outboard motors could take it from there,” he 
recalled. “� e problem was that, back then, we didn’t have weedless propellers 
and the weeds would get around them really bad if we didn’t cut trails.”

Of course, despite the guiding, young Sam still found time to � sh.
And more than 70 years later, he’s still chasing those bass. More o� en than 

not, he throws wooden topwater baits he’s been making and � eld-testing for 
more than four decades.

Gri�  n arguably knows more about Lake Okeechobee, the bass � shery 
there, and topwater � shing in general than anyone else. He was inducted into 
the Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame in 2019.

Gri�  n’s advice for topwater � shing includes:
• Topwaters aren’t just for warm water. “You can catch bass consistently 

on top in water that is 50 degrees or above. Usually in colder water, you
want to � sh extremely fast or extremely slow, not in between.”

• � e same topwater bait will work anywhere. “It’s a matter of con� dence.”
• With topwaters, most � sh are caught on the front hook. � at means it is

important to have a bigger, stronger hook there.
• Dress up the back hook. Sam has learned that he gets 25 percent more

bites when he puts pearlescent Mylar tinsel on the back hooks.
• Patience and � shing slowly will catch a lot more � sh than � shing fast. “I

tell people they have to learn to catch more � sh rather than make more 
casts. Be superhumanly patient, and not just when � shing.”

• If you want to get a bite, just look away for a second.
• For the last 10 feet to the boat, look at your bait. “Watch what’s going 

on in the water when you li�  it out. � at will help tell you what the � sh
want.”

For an in-depth look at the life of Sam Gri�  n and Lake Okeechobee, including 
solid how-to information from the man himself, check out Robert Montgomery’s 

new book, “Big Sam and the Big O: Re� ections and Revelations from a 
Lifetime of Bass Fishing and Luremaking on Lake Okeechobee,” 

available from Amazon and other booksellers.

Sam 
Gri�  n’s 
Topwater 
Tips For
The
Big O

By Robert U. Montgomery 
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Nestled on six lush tropical acres 
of pristine waterfront directly on 
the Indian River Lagoon, take a 
step back in time to experience the 
very best of Old Florida charm with 
modern conveniences and services to make 
your stay truly memorable and unforgettable.

step back in time to experience the 
very best of Old Florida charm with 
step back in time to experience the 
very best of Old Florida charm with 
step back in time to experience the 

modern conveniences and services to make 
very best of Old Florida charm with 
modern conveniences and services to make 
very best of Old Florida charm with 

The Perfect Vacation Getaway for
Fishing, Boating & Outdoor Enthusiasts

The Perfect Vacation Getaway forThe Perfect Vacation Getaway for

Re-Discover Old Florida
Waterfront Charm

your stay truly memorable and unforgettable.
• FULLY FURNISHED 3 ROOM COTTAGES   

WITH FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHENS
Kingfish Lodge includes a wide screen TV and bar for small gatherings
Sailfish House features a wide covered wrap-around porch for larger groups

• Boat Trailer Parking on site w/ Water and Power
• 250 Foot Dock w/ Covered Area
• FREE Ice / FREE Guest Dockage
• Cable TV, Hi-Speed Internet
• 2 miles to the Ft. Pierce Inlet
• 12 miles to the Gulf Stream
• Laundry, BBQ Grilles and FREE use of our Kayaks

RESERVEYOUR STAY FOR 28 DAYS OR LONGER & RECEIVE 50% OFF

NIGHTLY • WEEKLY • MONTHLY • SEASONAL RATES 
3011 N. Indian River Dr., Ft. Pierce, FL 34946 

www.indianriverlagoonwaterfrontcottages.com 
Reservations and Information: (772) 349-2206    

YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY  ARE OUR UTMOST CONCERN
COVID-19 CDC GUIDELINES ARE IN FULL EFFECT

All accommodations are completely cleaned and sanitized prior to guest arrival

Cover Your Vacation 
with Travel Insurance

TRAVEL
P R O T E C T I O N

Surf casting is a great 
and inexpensive way to 
catch quality � sh. From 

tarpon and snook to small 
pan� sh like whiting and 
croaker, you can catch dinner 
or experience the thrill of 
battling some the world’s top 
sport� sh.

The Rig: A typical surf 
rig is an 8-foot medium rod 
with a spinning reel � lled 
with braid. For tarpon, big 
snook, sharks and jacks, 
you need 200 to 300 yards 
of 40- to 60-pound braid 
with a 60- to 80-pound clear 
� uorocarbon leader. For big 
� sh you need a heavier rod 
and 6000 or 8000 reel with 
a bigger spool for more line. 
For smaller � sh, I use 10- to 20-pound braid with a 30-pound leader on a 
light rod. I have two rods, one for tarpon and one for smaller � sh. Take both 
and put the butt of the rod in the sand if you need to switch.

Lures: Tie on lures with a loop knot, which allows them to move freely. 
My favorite lures include: a 4-inch D.O.A. paddletail (pearl white or silver 
sparkle) rigged on a 3/8-ounce chartreuse jig head; a 1- or 2-ounce spoon 
(silver Krocodile or gold Johnson); topwater plugs (Skitterwalk, Zara Spook 
or various chug plugs); and shallow-running crankbaits. If it’s windy or 
rough, add weight or use a heavier jig or spoon.  

Best Times to Fish: First light and an hour before dark are the best 
times to � sh. � e best tides are early incoming and early outgoing. Try not 
to � sh during slack tides. I also use moon phases, which regulate the amount 
of water rising and falling during each tide. King tides are the highest tides. 
Using and understanding tides is important.

Finding Fish: Fish will usually be wherever there’s bait. � e obvious tell 
is bird activity, pelicans and small terns nipping at bait� sh. You can also spot 
bait� sh. A little splash or dark spot shows a school. I walk the beach looking 
for bait and stop to � sh when I see it. Birds aren’t always there, and bait just 
pops up for a few seconds, so you need to be ready. Go to a beach access, get 
out and look for birds. If there are no birds, go to another beach access. It’s 
amazing how much action you can have by � nding the bait. In many cases, 
it’s a matter of moving down the beach 100 yards.

Techniques: Identify the feeders. Blue� sh, jacks, mackerel, lady� sh, 
king� sh and barracuda are all aggressive feeders that like � ashy lures on a 
fast retrieve. � ey school and can be caught near the surface on any lure 
that moves. For tarpon, a slow steady retrieve is better. Snook will hit a 
slow retrieve and can also be caught jigging around the � rst cut. Whiting, 
pompano and croakers can all be caught twitching the lure o�  the bottom.

Richard Matteson is sta�  writer for the Stuart Rod and Reel Club.
Contact him at (336) 414-3440.

SURF CASTING
TIPS
TRICKS

&
By Richard L. Matteson

LIFE IS A BEACH
THE

Holidays
ARE NEAR!

www.EvergladesEquipmentGroup.com

DO SOMETHING DIFFERENT THIS CHRISTMAS AND GO GATOR! WE’VE GOT THE PERFECT 
PRESENT FOR ANYONE ON YOUR LIST. WHETHER THEY ENJOY OFF-ROAD TRAIL RIDING OR A 
SLOW TRIP TO THE MAILBOX, THESE VERSATILE VEHICLES ARE READY TO HELP YOU SPREAD 
THE HOLIDAY CHEER. GO BIG, GO JOLLY, GO GATOR!

GO GATOR

Call your local Everglades location today or visit us online at www.EFE1963.com!
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Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Boat and PWC coverages are 
underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, 
D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2019. © 2019 GEICO  19_216446

GILBERT SUAREZ
305-914-9220
-
13631 Biscayne Blvd
North Miami
geico.com/northmiami

SAVINGS ON DECK

AT YOUR LOCAL 
GEICO OFFICE.

•   STEEL BUILDING   •   SALE    •   PRE-ENGINEERED BUILDINGS   •   SAVE   •   STEEL BUILDING   •   SALE   •   CARPORTS   •   SAVE    •   CALL NOW   •   SPECIALS   •   SALE   •   STEEL BUILDING   •   SALE    •

24X30 ONE OF OUR TOP SELLERS 
    AS-LOW-AS $199.00/MO +TAX
          With Approved Credit. Restrictions May Apply.

12X24 with Roll Up Door
    AS-LOW-AS $55.44/MO +TAX
          With Approved Credit. Restrictions May Apply.

KEEN’S 2 STORY BUILDING SALE
    AS-LOW-AS $169.75/MO +TAX
Built on site. Choose your colors from the Valspar paint collection.

NEED SOMETHING BIGGER? 
WE OFFER RED IRON BUILDINGS.
CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICING!

$159.75
/Month + Tax

KEENSBUILDINGS.COM
View our inventory online.6LOCATIONS TO

      SERVE YOU LIVE OAK SUPER CENTER
P: 386-364-1548
211 72nd Trace

LIVE OAK (Corporate Office)
P: 386-364-7995
620 W. Howard St. (Hwy 90 W.)

CHIEFLAND
P: 352-490-5028
2495 Young Blvd.

PERRY
P: 850-223-1939
2320 Hwy. 19 S.
Byron Butler Pwky

WAYCROSS
P: 850-223-1939
2203 Memorial Drive
Waycross, GA 31501

Subject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 3.99% for 84 months. For each $1,000 financed, 5 payments of $3.33 followed by 79 amortized payments of $14.41.
Subject to credit approval. Fixed APR of 11.99% for 84 months. For each $1,000 financed, 5 payments of $9.99 followed by 79 amortized payments of $18.36.

Subject to qualifying credit approval.  Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months.
Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status.Financing Disclaimer:

• $0 DOWN FINANCING
• NO CREDIT CHECK 
• EVERYONE GETS APPROVED
• GREAT FINANCING OPTIONS
• RENT-TO-OWN FINANCING
• FREE DELIVERY AND FREE SETUP 

CUSTOM DESIGNS AVAILABLE

THESE GIFTS WILL GIVE YEAR ROUND.
FINANCING AVAILABLE UP TO $100,000

MASARYKTOWN
P: 352-797-2291
568 S. Broad St.

10X16 PORCH MODEL
    AS-LOW-AS $56.95/MO +TAX
          With Approved Credit. Restrictions May Apply.

12X16 29 GUAGE STEEL SIDING
    AS-LOW-AS $65.18/MO +TAX
          With Approved Credit. Restrictions May Apply.

10X12 DOUBLE DOOR
    AS-LOW-AS $48.55/MO +TAX
          With Approved Credit. Restrictions May Apply.

•   STEEL BUILDING   •   SALE    •   PRE-ENGINEERED BUILDINGS   •   SAVE   •   STEEL BUILDING   •   SALE   •   CARPORTS   •   SAVE    •   CALL NOW   •   SPECIALS   •   SALE   •   STEEL BUILDING   •   SALE    •

$35.38
/Month + Tax

$34.58
/Month + Tax

$105.32
/Month + Tax

$53.15
/Month + Tax

$30.13
/Month + Tax

FL.indd   19 10/19/20   10:11 AM

https://keensbuildings.com
https://www.geico.com/insurance-agents/florida/miami/gilbert-suarez/
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RANGER BAY BOAT
For Sale $56,999

2014 - 2310 Bay Ranger, 300 HP 
Yamaha recently serviced, 8ft 
Bimini Top, 36 volt -112 thrust - 
Rip-Tide Trolling Motor, 12 ft Talon 
Shallow Water Anchor, 12” Lorance 
Gen 2 GPS/ Sonar, 4 bank on-board 
charger, 12 gal fresh water shower, 
matching custom Ranger-Trail Dual 
Axel Trailer with new tires & spare, 
always garage Kept

Contact Phil Wolf @ 407-790-9515
replacement cost over 90K

FREE SHIPPING ON ALL INTERNATIONAL ORDERS
* GREATER THAN $150

*VIAGRA 100MG GEN -$4 EACH
*CIALIS 20MG GEN - $5 EACH
*Eliquis 5mg 168 Tab Brand $298.75
*Xarelto 20mg 84 Tab Brand $299.38
*Janumet 50/1000mg 168 Tab Brand $196.63

*Pricing Subject To Change

512 N. MAIN ST
BUSHNELL, FL 33513

Want to stay out of the donut hole?
Call or Visit

352-569-1484 • fax 352-569-1485

Canada Meds
of Sumter County

COAST GUARD APPROVED
COURSE & EXAM

www.adamsmarine.com
To Reserve a Spot Call: Toll Free 877-447-1950

Email: info@adamsmarine.com

New Courses
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For those wondering what 
it was that bulldogged into 
the reef and broke you 

o� , it could have been something like this monster gag grouper caught by 
Bill Smith 27 years ago. Weighing in at a staggering 80 pounds, 6 ounces, 
Smith’s giant gag has held IGFA’s all-tackle world record since he caught it 
in October of 1993.

According to an IGFA Facebook post, Smith was � shing in the Gulf 
of Mexico out of Destin, Fla. He hooked the grouper on a mingo snapper 
dropped down as bait. A� er a 20-minute � ght, Smith saw color, and the 
largest grouper he had ever caught appeared at the surface. 

� e record grouper was weighed at Marina Point Destin and secured 
Smith his � rst and only IGFA world record. 

It is a record that will likely remain for a few more years. � e second 
largest gag grouper on IGFA’s lists weighed 74 pounds, 12 ounces. It was also 
caught in the Gulf out of Destin. In 2002, David McGri� ’s huge gag broke 
the men’s 130-pound class world record with a mark that still stands today.

For more world records, go to igfa.org.

For those wondering what 

Long 
Standing 
Gag 
Grouper 
Record

Get the 
LOWEST 

Rates!

SAVE
50%up to on

$37,000 $75,000 $100,000 $250,000 $500,000
$264/yr $474/yr $586/yr $2,975/yr $5,985/yr

BOATS &
JETSKI From:

Boat
Insurance

BOAT INSURANCE SINKING YOU?

Your #1 Source for Boat Insurance

GET A QUOTE!

Covering Boaters throughout the south since 1988

(888) 977-4500
(954) 785-5000

BoatInsuranceFlorida.com
Bradley Insurance Group

ishingfgomerica
.com/chips

A TM

 
in SECONDS!

of Waypoints
Import HUNDREDS

Thousands Sold Since 2012!
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https://boatsandfishing.com
https://www.boatinsuranceflorida.com
https://www.americagofishing.com/shop/?coastal-angler=
https://coastalanglermag.com
https://igfa.org/
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On Nov. 14 and 15, the 12th Annual Palm 
Beach Marine Flea Market, Boat Sale and 
Seafood Festival will be held at � e South 

Florida Fairgrounds at 9067 Southern Blvd, West 
Palm Beach. � e festival starts at 9 a.m. and lasts 
until 5 p.m. both days.

In today’s economy, boat owners, nautical 
vendors and marine artists and cra� smen are 
all seeking new ways to sell their new, used and 
clearance items to customers looking for bargains. 
� e Palm Beach festival o� ers two fun-� lled days 
with great opportunities for buyers and sellers to 
get together and � nd great deals on all kinds of 
marine gear and everything and anything having 
to do with fun on the water. 

Catering to all levels of enthusiasts, from 
anglers to pleasure boaters and lovers of nautical 
décor, the show provides two days to hunt for the 
right accessories, equipment and supplies. Anyone 
who has a boat, wants a boat or needs something 
for their boating adventures will � nd it here and at 
a great price! Delicious seafood will add a nautical 
� avor to your shopping experience.

Great deals are available  on o� shore rods, reels, 
tackle, dock lines, halyards, sheet lines, anchor 
lines, ladders, seats, Bimini tops, life vests, mooring 
whips and bases, gauges, wakeboards, skis, wake 

surfers, kneeboards, boat covers, scissors, fenders, 
antique collectibles and maps, marine artifacts, 
lures and lines, boating apparel, taxidermy and 
diving equipment. All kinds of other marine items 
will be available to purchase.

Admissions is $10, and Children 12 and under 
are free.

Visit the Florida Marine Flea Market, 
Boat Show and Seafood Festival website 

www.FLNauticalFleaMarket.com for more 
information, discount tickets, vendor 

applications and specific driving directions. 
Contact Under the Sun Promotions Inc. 

at (954) 205-7813.

Marine Flea Market and Seafood Fest 
Sails into West Palm Nov. 14-15!

Latest & Greatest!
New Penn® International® VI

Series Available for the
30, 50, 70, 80, & 130 Models

Fastest Retrieval Rate
on the Market!

Fastest Retrieval Rate
on the Market!

Latest & Greatest!

855.HOOK.ONE
LOCAL: 954-530-6908
HOOKERELECTRIC.COM

5094 NE 12th Avenue, Oakland Park, FL 33334-4917
showroom: sales@hookerelectric.com

12TH ANNUAL 

MARINE FLEA MARKET
NOVEMBER 14-15
9 AM TO 5 PM
SOUTH FLORIDA FAIRGROUNDS 
9067 SOUTHERN BLVD, WEST PALM BEACH, FL 33411

www..nautical.eamarket.com
(954) 205-7813

1000'S OF MARINE BARGAINS

ADMISSION $10.00 CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER FREE
$2.00 OFF WITH THIS ADD

NEW & USED BOAT 
SHOW & SALE 

NEW EVENT LAYOUT 
MARINE KIDS ZONE

SEAFOOD
AS ALWAYS PLENTY OF

FREE FREE PARKING
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www..nautical.eamarket.com
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ADMISSION $10.00 CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER FREE
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NEW & USED BOAT 
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NEW EVENT LAYOUT 
MARINE KIDS ZONE

SEAFOOD
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FREE FREE PARKING
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100 N.E 23rd Avenue, Gainesville FL 32609  • 352-372-4900

G3 Sportsman 1810 G3 Suncatcher V22FG3 20 Bay series 

MAKING MEMORIES 
FOR A LIFETIME!!!
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Granted, a live cigar minnow is one of the most desirable baits of 
all time for grouper and big snapper, but a big live sardine is absolutely 
irresistible! It must be the oil content or the taste, but I’ll take a large live 
sardine on a Crab Decoy Jig over anything out there. I’m not discounting a 
live vermillion snapper (beeliner), though.

Speaking of a live beeliner, don’t ever hesitate to put out a live beeliner 
on the light line for a smoking hot wahoo bite when anchored up bottom 
fishing. Bottom fishing and light lining or kite fishing is almost at the apex 
of the year, with December and the first few weeks of January being the 
best.

Get out there and get after it!

BAREFOOTCATSAND TACKLE.COM

https://www.realtree.com/fishing
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Located on the Ft. Pierce Inlet, one mile from 
the ocean, fi nest deep-water inlet on Florida’s 

east coast, 13 miles from the Gulf Stream 
for some of the best fi shing in Florida!

WWW.DOCKSIDEINN.COM 
EMAIL: INFO@DOCKSIDEINN.COM
MARINA RESERVATIONS/INFORMATION (772) 201–5773
RESORT RESERVATIONS/INFORMATION (772) 468–3555

WWW.DOCKSIDEINN.COM 

  State of the 
  Art Marina in
Ft. Pierce, Florida 

58 Slips Accommodating Vessels Up to 200 ft.
24-Hr. Security • Gated Dock Access

Pump Out Stations • Ship’s Store • Bait & Tackle Shop
Electric Service:  480 Volt – 100 amp-3 phase

240 Volt – 30-50-100 amp • 110 Volt – 20 amp 

35 Unit Hotel – Poolside, Waterfront
and 1-Bedroom Apartments

Housekeeping Service • Cable TV • Free WiFi
Laundry Facilities • Two Pools (One Heated)

Pet Friendly • Continental Breakfast 
Onsite Restaurant & Tiki Bar

Marina Amenities: 

35 Unit Hotel – Poolside, Waterfront

Resort Amenities:

RESERVE NOW FOR YOUR
WINTER ESCAPE!!!

Dec. 3rd - Kickoff  •  Dec. 4-6th - Fishing  •  Dec. 6th - Awards
Over $60,000.00 in prize money paid to winners in 2019

Hosted by Whale Harbor Restaurant & Marina
Islamorada / MM83 / Oceanside

The Islamorada Sailfish Tournament is the primary fundraiser for the
Islamorada Charter Boat Association, a 501-C-3 corporation.

For more information, please visit us on the web or call Dianne Harbaugh 305.522.4868

TOURNAMENT

Islamorada
Sailfish

57th

DECEMBER 3rd Thru DECEMBER 6th

www.IslamoradaSailfishTournament.com

Sailfish are a target year-round off the Atlantic Coast of Florida, but the 
best action should kick off this month and improve progressively with 
each passing cold front as more migratory fish arrive to spend winter off 

the coast of central and south Florida.
November is the traditional start to the season, when sailfish from the 

north follow migrating baitfish into Florida waters to join the resident 
population. By December and January, it is estimated that more than a 
million sailfish arrive to overwinter, and that’s when top sailfish boats report 
dozens of releases in a single day. 

It sparks a mini tourism boom when anglers—rather than beachgoers—
descend upon central and south Florida. Charter boats book up in a hurry 
this time of year. If you haven’t already planned your trip, it might be too late.

Booking a jam-up sailfish trip is made more difficult by the specialized 
conditions it takes to bring out the best action. Everyone is looking for tailing 
conditions after the passage of a cold front. Sailfish move high in the water 
column and feed aggressively when a north wind clashes with the prevailing 
current to kick up swells in the Gulf Stream. Some say that the rougher the 
conditions are, the better the fishing is. 

It’s a good time of year to have a big boat, but even smaller vessels can 
get in on the action where the Gulf Stream swings closest to shore. Carefully 
watching the weather and timing a trip to get out as soon as conditions begin 
to subside strikes that fine balance between safety and catching sailfish.

Tactics differ depending on conditions and location. Some troll a spread 
of teasers and dead ballyhoo. Slow-trolled or drifted live baits can also be 
remarkably productive in some situations. The preferred method for many 
is kite fishing with live baits, because it is effective and exciting.

A kite is deployed trailing live baits, typically bridled goggle-eyes, 
threadfin herring or other hearty baitfish. The kite keeps baits near the 
surface, and most of the leaders and tackle are suspended above the water. 

On approach, anglers might see the fin or bill circle the bait. On the take, 
everything goes into overdrive with the legendary speed and aerobatics of a 
hooked sailfish.

This time of year, it is a scene that takes place multiple times a day, and 
sometimes with multiple fish at the same time. Rough weather is a good time 
to be on the water when the sailfish descend on the Florida coast.
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Dec. 3rd - Kickoff  •  Dec. 4-6th - Fishing  •  Dec. 6th - Awards
Over $60,000.00 in prize money paid to winners in 2019

Hosted by Whale Harbor Restaurant & Marina
Islamorada / MM83 / Oceanside

The Islamorada Sailfish Tournament is the primary fundraiser for the
Islamorada Charter Boat Association, a 501-C-3 corporation.

For more information, please visit us on the web or call Dianne Harbaugh 305.522.4868
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Venice Marina is the jumping-off point 
to some of the best fishing in the world. 
Known as “Tuna Town,” this southern 

Louisiana meeting place of the Mississippi River 
and the Gulf of Mexico features endless branches 
of bayou waterways that give way to a Gulf 
peppered with oil rigs and other world-famous 
offshore structure.

It is an incredible ecosystem for fish to thrive 
in. There are also very few marinas with easy 
access to this fishery, which means a phenomenal 
array of fish species are plentiful, oversized and 
underfished. It is truly like going back in time.

This time of year, Tuna Town is aptly 
nicknamed. Autumn is shrimp-boat season in 
Venice, and it is arguably one of the best times to 
fish for tuna.

In the summer, you might run many miles 
offshore in search of yellowfin tuna, bouncing 
from rig to rig or finding prime schools breaching 
under frigate birds in open water. With a 24-mile 
run down the Mississippi River just to reach Gulf 
waters, the summertime gas-bill can definitely take 
a bite out of your wallet. 

In fall, when these yellow-sickled beasts school 
behind shrimp boats, you will find yourself in a 
“Nat Geo” type situation within 300 feet of water, 
which out of Venice is only a few miles from the 
shore.

At the shrimp boats, you must convince the 
shrimpers to give you bycatch. Trade is king in this 
situation, but not all the crews are after the same 
thing. Bringing a case of cheap beer is standard 
practice, but sometimes they request something 
different like soda, energy drinks or even hooks 
and monofilament.

Sometimes, you will get lucky and the 
shrimpers will toss bags of stinky gold onto your 
boat. But more times than not, your mate will have 
to board them.

The captain will pull up right behind their 

vessel, and the deckhand has to leap from the 
bow and grab the tires that hang off the back of 
the shrimp boat and scurry aboard to avoid being 
pinned between the boats. Once the deckhand has 
filled a few sacks of bycatch, they make the leap 
back onto your boat. I have personally done this 
many times, and all I have to say is, please don’t 
forget to tip your mates!

The idea is to pull up next to a shrimp boat and 
chum so hard that you pull up a school of fish as 
you drift back. As you continuously throw chum 
in the water, you will see yellowfin tuna rolling out 
from underneath your boat to devour each piece. 
Your lines will be out of the water as you hand-feed 
the tuna and take inventory of fish collected under 
the boat. When you see the one you want cycle 
through the feeding pattern, that’s when you toss 
out bait with a hook in it.

It sounds easy enough, but tuna aren’t the only 
fish that school behind shrimp boats. Buckle-up, 
because you’ll have to land that fish in the midst 
of a sharknado.

The sharks can be so thick, that as the crew 
we’ve had to ask clients if they wanted to fight fish 
or eat fish and had to land a few tuna for them. This 
type of fishing is incredible to witness for anyone, 
but is truly better suited to a more seasoned anglers.

Shrimp-boat season is completely worth the 
trip to Venice, but the weather can get a little nasty 
in the fall. You are likely to encounter a few days in 
a row that are unfishable offshore this time of year, 
so allow yourself a few extra days of availability. 
You can always check out the equally epic inshore 
fishery if you have to wait it out.

Capt. Quinlyn Haddon now fishes out of St. 
Petersburg, Fla. with Reel Lucky Fishing Charters. 
Their charters are available for offshore, nearshore, 

inshore and customizable from anything in 
between. Call or text the owner, Capt. Joseph 

Dephillips, at (727) 557-7829.

By Capt. Quinlyn HaddonIt’s 
Tuna 
Time
In Tuna 
Town

By Capt. Quinlyn Haddon
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“BALLYHOOD”  
SALTWATER 
TROLLING 

LURES

www.BALLYHOOD.com

$79.95 ea.
or 3-pak 
for $199

TROLLS 6-10 OR UP 
TO 20 KNOTS — NO 
WEIGHTS NEEDED

FREE 
SHIPPING!

(714) 545-0196

TOURNAMENT 
WINS
44

WAHOO  “COWBELLS’’ &
‘’SNAGGER’’ DOLPHIN LURES

6-pak Special 
$69.00
w/ FREE Case

SALES@CAPSMITH.COM | 1-800-228-3889

All original artwork is the copyrighted work of Capsmith, INC. and is protected under the Copyright Act of 1976, 17 U.S.C. 101 et. seq., All Rights Reserved.  Any unauthorized use or reproduction, including derivative works, will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.

NEED CUSTOM HEADWEAR?
RETAIL, WHOLESALERS & DISTRIBUTORS WELCOME • SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM MADE & PRIVATE LABEL

Masks &
Gloves Caps & More

FREE SHIPPING
OVER $25 PURCHASE

USE CODE: COASTAL
IHATEHA TS.COM

Arm Sleeves

GREAT SUN 
PROTECTION!

SHOP IN STOCK 
STYLES AT

CAPSMITH.COM

LOW MINIMUMS

OVERSEAS 
& DOMESTIC 
PROGRAMS

H E A D W E A R  D I S T R I B U T I O NH E A D W E A R  D I S T R I B U T I O N

ENTER TO WIN A BAIT PEN THIS NOVEMBER!

coastalanglermag.com/contest

To be the Best, You need to use the Best

Enter to win a bait pen in the month of November by visiting:

https://coastalanglermag.com/cam-giveaway/
https://ballyhood.com/
https://www.capsmith.com/
https://ihatehats.com/
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S
teamed blue crabs seasoned with J.O. No.2 or a custom blend that J.O. 
manufactures is the flavor people experience at crab establishments all over. Most 
people credit this crab house seasoning to another product but J.O. has been the 

crab houses’ seasoning of choice since 1945.
J.O. Spice, started by J.O. (James Ozzle) Strigle and his wife Dot in Baltimore City 

in 1945, is celebrating its 75th Anniversary.
A native of Tangier Island, Va., J.O. Strigle brought the seafood spice blend he 

created in his kitchen on the island to Maryland.
Jane McPhaul, J.O.’s daughter took over operations of the family business in the 

late eighties while her son, Don Ports, was serving in the Marine Corps. In 1990 Don 
joined his mother in the family business with a vision to expand.

In the summer of 1991 Don met his spice girl, Ginger, with the pick up line, 
“you’re destined to be mine; you’re named for a spice,” said J.O. Spice Company 
president Don Ports to wife Ginger Ports the moment they met. 

Twenty eight years later, Don and Ginger- alongside their 
children Brittany, Tyler and Bethany,  are continuing the family 
traditions of quality seasonings, spices, and more at reasonable 
prices at their Halethorpe based J.O. Spice Company.

“We can provide crab houses everything they need for the crab 
eating experience, minus the crabs”, Don says.

The company added crab boxes, crab paper, bushel baskets, crab 
knives, crab mallets and a variety of other items to their offerings.

“We purchased our first laser engraver and that opened the door 
to the retail gift world and personalized options,” Don says.

J.O. specializes in custom blended seasonings for pizza 
companies, pit beef stands, butchers, potato chip companies and 
more. We are more than seafood seasonings.

“My children, the fourth generation, and our amazing team 
work side-by-side to make all of this happen,” Ginger says. “At J.O., 
we are all family who enjoy working with so many other family 
businesses. We are blessed.”

Please visit us at jospices.com.

J.O. SPICE COMPANY 
CELEBRATES 75 YEARS
AND 4 GENERATIONS

Yellowstone cutthroat trout longer than 30 inches are exceedingly rare, 
but that hasn’t stopped Idaho anglers from besting that mark twice in 
the last few months.

On Sept. 8, Nate Burr, a fly fishing guide from Rexburg, Idaho, caught a 
31-inch Yellowstone cutthroat that beat the 30.5-inch state length record set 
in August. Both fish came from the Snake River.

The Idaho Department of Fish and Game reported that Burr and a buddy 
had been fly fishing the Snake River for three days, looking for big trout 
without much success. As evening set in on the third day of slow fishing, 
their luck changed as a huge trout smashed Burr’s fly.

“It was one of those brutally slow days,” Burr said. “Hunting big trout on 
streamers means a day on the water can go from zero to 100 in a split second. 
That was exactly the case with this fish.”

After chasing the hooked trout for nearly half a mile downstream in a 
driftboat, the pair managed to finally scoop the fish with a landing net. After 
taking a quick photo and reviving the fish, Burr released the huge trout back 
into the Snake River, securing his name in the record books.

Idaho Producing Monster 
Yellowstone Cutthroats

https://jospices.com/
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In the summer of 1991 Don met his spice girl, Ginger, with the pick up line, 
“you’re destined to be mine; you’re named for a spice,” said J.O. Spice Company 
president Don Ports to wife Ginger Ports the moment they met. 

Twenty eight years later, Don and Ginger- alongside their 
children Brittany, Tyler and Bethany,  are continuing the family 
traditions of quality seasonings, spices, and more at reasonable 
prices at their Halethorpe based J.O. Spice Company.

“We can provide crab houses everything they need for the crab 
eating experience, minus the crabs”, Don says.

The company added crab boxes, crab paper, bushel baskets, crab 
knives, crab mallets and a variety of other items to their offerings.

“We purchased our first laser engraver and that opened the door 
to the retail gift world and personalized options,” Don says.

J.O. specializes in custom blended seasonings for pizza 
companies, pit beef stands, butchers, potato chip companies and 
more. We are more than seafood seasonings.

“My children, the fourth generation, and our amazing team 
work side-by-side to make all of this happen,” Ginger says. “At J.O., 
we are all family who enjoy working with so many other family 
businesses. We are blessed.”

Please visit us at jospices.com.

J.O. SPICE COMPANY 
CELEBRATES 75 YEARS
AND 4 GENERATIONS

FISH BEWARE!
CHawk 23

 

WWW.CHAWKBOATS.NET 

CALL FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER

252-235-2461

 Models Available 
18-29 Feet

Yellowstone cutthroat trout longer than 30 inches are exceedingly rare, 
but that hasn’t stopped Idaho anglers from besting that mark twice in 
the last few months.

On Sept. 8, Nate Burr, a fly fishing guide from Rexburg, Idaho, caught a 
31-inch Yellowstone cutthroat that beat the 30.5-inch state length record set 
in August. Both fish came from the Snake River.

The Idaho Department of Fish and Game reported that Burr and a buddy 
had been fly fishing the Snake River for three days, looking for big trout 
without much success. As evening set in on the third day of slow fishing, 
their luck changed as a huge trout smashed Burr’s fly.

“It was one of those brutally slow days,” Burr said. “Hunting big trout on 
streamers means a day on the water can go from zero to 100 in a split second. 
That was exactly the case with this fish.”

After chasing the hooked trout for nearly half a mile downstream in a 
driftboat, the pair managed to finally scoop the fish with a landing net. After 
taking a quick photo and reviving the fish, Burr released the huge trout back 
into the Snake River, securing his name in the record books.

Idaho Producing Monster 
Yellowstone Cutthroats

https://chawkboats.net/
https://www.aomarineproducts.com/
https://anisajewelry.com/
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GULF SNAPPER

FORCE ISC™ 10K B2

Bass anglers looking for a destination 
fishery worth travelling to would be 
hard-pressed to find a better one than 

California’s Clear Lake.
With all the historic bass fishing 

powerhouses in the South and the rise of 
awesome Northern smallmouth fisheries like 
the St. Lawrence River, it’s worth asking why 
anyone would travel to the West Coast to go 
bass fishing. The answer is simple: Clear Lake 
is home to an abundance of large bass, and its 
location in California’s gorgeous wine country 
makes it worth a visit even if the fishing wasn’t 
so great.

And the fishing is great. According to 
California studies, Clear Lake has more fish 
per acre than any other lake in the country. Couple that with tournament 
data from B.A.S.S., and the fishery looks even more attractive. Tournament 
statistics show the average Clear Lake fish weighed 5 pounds in competition 
sacks last year. With high catch rates and average fish that weigh 5 pounds, 
competent anglers can expect to target lots of large fish. A 16-plus-pounder 
was the highlight of 2019. The lake record is 17 ½ pounds.

Clear Lake is a 43,000-acre natural lake about two hours north of 
Sacramento. Stockings of Florida strain largemouth along with northern 
largemouth has created a fishery renowned for quality and quantity. About 
100 miles of shoreline are littered with docks, piers, pilings and other man-
made structure. Humps, boulders, brush piles and an abundance of aquatic 
vegetation provide plenty of natural cover and structure.

For information, go to www.californiasgreatestlakes.com.

BIG BASS AT CLEAR 
LAKE, CALIFORNIA
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https://parkit360.ca/
https://gaugesaver.com/
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You can bet there are a bunch of Gulf charter captains out there right now bellowing an 
emphatic, “I told you so!”

In early October, preliminary findings of the Great Red Snapper Count were 
presented to Congress with results that indicate up to three times as many red snapper in the 
Gulf of Mexico than was previously thought.

This unprecedented study was led by the Harte Research Institute and provides an 
independent and robust assessment of Gulf of Mexico red snapper stock abundance. It shines 
an additional spotlight on how inadequate data was used to all but shut down one of the most 
popular recreational fisheries in the world.

The state-of-the-art study was funded through a $10 million Congressional appropriation, 
championed by Sen. Richard Shelby (R-Ala.) in 2016 and awarded by Mississippi-Alabama Sea 
Grant. The American Sportfishing Association (ASA) was an early proponent of this study.

Over a two-year period, 21 scientists used a comprehensive suite of methods on high relief 
areas, like natural and artificial structures, and low relief areas, such as sand or mud bottom, to 
arrive at the absolute abundance estimate. Approximately two-thirds of the Gulf red snapper 
population was found to inhabit these low relief areas, which have not been historically 
sampled.

“The Great Red Snapper Count results validate what the recreational fishing community has 
long said – that there are a lot more red snapper in the Gulf than have been reflected in recent 
stock assessments,” said Kellie Ralston, ASA’s Southeast Fisheries Policy director. “We are 
grateful for the excellent scientific work by the Harte Research Institute and its partners, 
as well as Senator Shelby for recognizing the need to fund such a ground-breaking study.”

With an interim analysis of stock abundance expected for the Gulf in early 2021, NOAA 
has indicated it will incorporate the Great Red Snapper Count’s findings into its interim stock 
assessment. Hopefully that will lead to off-the-charts snapper fishing next summer!

GULF SNAPPER
Three Times More Abundant 
Than Previously Thought

BIG BASS AT CLEAR 
LAKE, CALIFORNIA

www.castnets.com | sales@castnets.com | 1-800-332-6387 ext. 116 | 

Insist on Only the Best Cast Net for Grabbing Your Bait
America’s Best

America’s #1 Cast Net Choice, Year After Year

https://castnets.com/
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DESTINATIONS 
FOR
WINTER 
TROUT

For trout anglers, the next few months offer some of the best catch-and-
release fishing of the year. Delayed harvest (DH) waters are regulated by 
the states to carry us through to spring with heavy stockings and catch-

and-release, artificial-only fishing geared toward fly fishers. 
Here’s a look at a couple good DH options.
CHAUGA RIVER, SOUTH CAROLINA
The Chauga River is one of several good backcountry streams in Upstate 

South Carolina. It features some 20 miles of remote, lightly pressured water 
known for brown trout. This time of year, the Chauga’s 3-mile-long DH stretch 
is where it’s at. 

About an hour and a half west of Greenville, the Chauga flows a ridge 
east of the well-known Chattooga River. That’s part of what makes the Chauga 
such a great option during South Carolina’s Nov. 1-May 14 DH season. The 
Chattooga draws most of the fishing pressure, allowing the Chauga to fly 
under the radar.

The Chauga fishes just like the Chattooga, only a little smaller, said Karl 
Eckberg of Chattooga River Fly Shop. The river’s ledges, drop-offs, deep 
river-bend holes and an abundance of riffle water hold rainbows, browns and 
brookies. There are only two access points to the DH stretch. Despite a good 
trail, Ekberg said the middle portion of the specially regulated water hardly 
gets touched.

Early in the season, freshly stocked trout are suckers for the “big flashy and 
rubbery stuff,” said Ekberg. Load your box with Mop Flies, Y2Ks, Squirmy 
Worms and Gummy Worms. Micro streamers become more important as 
the season progresses, but fall and winter also offer hatches of midges, blue-
winged olives and little black stoneflies.

NANTAHALA RIVER, NORTH CAROLINA
The upper Nantahala River’s 4-mile DH section is like a high-elevation 

trout stream without the hike. 
About 20 minutes southeast of Bryson City, Wayah Road hugs the upper 

Nantahala, giving no-hassle access to miles of riffles and pocket water, big 
bridge holes, gorges and deep plunge pools.

The drawback to this situation is fishing pressure. Roadside pullouts fill up 
when the weather is nice during the October into June DH season. Stocked 
trout learn to spot a fake pretty quickly, so the fishing can be challenging.

There are good numbers of standard hatchery-sized rainbows, browns and 
brook trout. Big fish are known to stake claim to the best holding water.

For a few days after a stocking, the usual flashy “junk food” flies are 
effective, but Nantahala fish switch to more natural behaviors in a hurry. Fall 
and winter bring out winter stoneflies, blue-winged olives, midges and maybe 
even a few small caddis. Spring ushers in a riot of bug life and excellent dry 
fly fishing.
Nick Carter is the author of “Flyfisher’s Guide to North Carolina & Georgia.” It 

is available on Amazon.com, and autographed copies are available
by emailing the author at nsc8957@gmail.com.

Karl Eckberg 
with a delayed 
harvest trout 
from South 
Carolina’s 

Chauga River.

By Nick CarterBy Nick Carter
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included.$27999

Compare to
Stack-On
SS-16-MB-E
$438.70

279
Save
$158

ITEM 61524/63056
63057/63150/56668
63094 shown

4 Piece, 1" x 15 ft. 
Ratcheting Tie Downs

Compare to
Keeper 
05505
$22.51

$699

Save
68%

(719)

(1630)

(3686)

(350)

(3761)

(6860)(1757) (1379)

(2768)

(7419)

(7542)

(6246)

(5640)(2361)

(282)

(4080)

(1984) (3907)

 2/10/50 AMP, 12V Battery Charger 
and Engine Starter 

ITEM  64030 , 64722, 
64031, 64721, 64061, 
64720, 56429

 Side 
tray sold 

separately. 

Compare to 
 Snap-on 
Blue-Point
 KRBC10TBPES 
$ 830 

YOUR CHOICE
OF 7 COLORS

(636)

8 Gallon, 150 PSI
Oil-Free Air Compressor

$11999

Oil-Free Air Compressor
Save

$39

ITEM 56269/64294 shown

Compare to
Husky 300816
$159

ITEM  60497
61899/63095/63096
63097 / 63098  shown

 18" x 12", 1000 lb. Capacity
Hardwood Mover's Dolly 

Compare to
Buffalo Tools
HDFDOLLY
$21.29

Save
62%

$1099
$799

$599

Waterproof Protective 
Rifl e Cases

MODEL 9800

$11999

Compare to
Pelican 
227939
$199.97

Save
$79

ITEM 64520
Black

ITEM 56862
Tan

YOUR CHOICE OF COLOR

Save
40%

$499

ITEM  57593 

 3-Ply Disposable 
Face Masks
Pack of 10 

 Non-medical. 

Less Than 
30¢ per 
Mask

While 
Supplies 

Last

$299

WO
W

SU
PER

 COUPON SAVE 86%

ITEM 953/69128
69136/69248
63110/69210 shown

5 ft. 6" x 7 ft. 6" All Purpose/
Weather Resistant Tarp

$299Compare to
Blue Hawk
CH6X8-L
$6.98

97¢
WOW!

LIMIT 3

hft_coastalangler_1120_M-REG171041.indd   1 10/8/20   12:17 PM
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Stauer… Afford the Extraordinary.®

Here’s a memorable beach moment:  You’re basking in the 
warm sun, toes in the sand, letting the gentle turn of the 

foam-capped waves lull you into a state of complete relaxation. 
As your eyes scan the endless horizon of blue on blue, you’re 
rewarded with a school of dolphins making their way across the 
sea. There’s no denying their signature shape as they leap from 
the water. If you don’t see anything else extraordinary the rest of 
day, you can take solace knowing you’ve witnessed one of nature’s 
most playful and intelligent creatures in their natural habitat.

Why not recreate that special toes-in-the-sand moment with our 
Blue Topaz Dolphin Pendant? The beloved sea mammal has 
been captured mid-jump in sterling silver. And, tucked into 
its fins is a full two carats of shimmering blue topaz. 

Nothing captures the shimmering color of the ocean in the 
midday sun like blue topaz. With its sparkling clear blue color 
and high refractive index, blue topaz is one of the top-selling blue 
gemstones. And with our special price, you have quite the catch. 

Satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. Enjoy the Blue 
Topaz Dolphin Pendant for 30 days. If it doesn’t pass the test 
swimmingly, send it back for a full refund of the item price.  

Limited Reserves. A full two carats of genuine blue topaz set in 
sterling silver for this price is as rare as a dolphin sighting. We 
cannot guarantee availability for long. Call today!

Flip Flip Hooray!

• 2 ctw blue topaz; ½ ctw Ultimate Diamond Alternative®, DiamondAura®  • .925 sterling silver setting  • Sterling silver chain sold separately

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. DPP292-01, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  
www.stauer.com Rating of A+Stauer®

A perfect symbol of fun in the sun for only $79

† Special price only for customers using the offer code versus the price on 
Stauer.com without your offer code.

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

  1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: DPP292-01 
Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 

Blue Topaz Dolphin Pendant non-offer code price $395 †

Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P Save $316!

Limited to the first 1900 responders 
to this ad only!

 To show exquisite details, 
pendant shown is not exact size.
Chain sold separately.

A full two carats 
of shimmering 
blue topaz set in 
sterling silver

“Enormously popular, significantly intelligent and 
scientifically sophisticated, dolphins are amidst 
the most beloved animals among people.”   
— Dolphins-World

êêêêê
“This sterling silver dolphin is absolutely beautiful 
and the blue topaz is like the color of the ocean”

— Vivian, Cabool, MO

https://www.stauer.com


The very best hunting knives possess a perfect balance of form and
function. They’re carefully constructed from fine materials, but 

also have that little something extra to connect the owner with nature.
If you’re on the hunt for a knife that combines impeccable craftsmanship 
with a sense of wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade is the trophy you’re 
looking for.
The blade is full tang, meaning it doesn’t stop at the handle but 
extends to the length of the grip for the ultimate in strength. The 
blade is made from 420 surgical steel, famed for its sharpness and its 
resistance to corrosion.
The handle is made from genuine natural bone, and features 
decorative wood spacers and a hand-carved motif of two overlapping 
feathers— a reminder for you to respect and connect with the 
natural world. 
This fusion of substance and style can garner a high price tag out 
in the marketplace. In fact, we found full tang, stainless steel blades 
with bone handles in excess of $2,000. Well, that won’t cut it 
around here. We have mastered the hunt 
for the best deal, and in turn pass the 
spoils on to our customers. 
But we don’t stop there. While supplies 
last, we’ll include a pair of $99 8x21 power 
compact binoculars and a genuine leather 
sheath FREE when you purchase the 
Huntsman Blade.
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. 
Feel the knife in your hands, wear it 
on your hip, inspect the impeccable 
craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we 
cut you a fair deal, send it back within 
30 days for a complete refund of the 
item price. 
Limited Reserves. A deal like this won’t 
last long. We have only 1120 Huntsman 
Blades for this ad only. Don’t let this 
beauty slip through your fingers. Call today!

Stauer… Afford the Extraordinary.®

Full tang stainless steel blade with natural 
bone handle —now ONLY $79!

BONUS! Call today and 
you’ll also receive this 
genuine leather sheath!

Not shown 
actual size.

14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HUK322-01 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337  www.stauer.comStauer®

*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the 
listed original Stauer.com price.

California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding 
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product.

Rating of A+

Bad to the Bone

EXCLUSIVE

FREE
Stauer® 8x21

Compact 
Binoculars

-a $99 value-
with purchase of
Huntsman Blade

Huntsman Blade  $249*  

 Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P  Save $170

1-800-333-2045
Your Insider Offer Code: HUK322-01
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

• 12" overall length; 6 ¹⁄2" stainless steel full tang blade • Genuine bone handle 
with brass hand guard & bolsters • Includes genuine leather sheath

What Stauer Clients 
Are Saying About 
Our Knives

êêêêê
“This knife is beautiful!”
— J., La Crescent, MN

êêêêê
“The feel of this knife 
is unbelievable...this 
is an incredibly fine 
instrument.”
— H., Arvada, CO

https://www.stauer.com



